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evaporate

for oboe, Bb clarinet, alto saxophone, violin, cello and piano

_________________________________________________

In measures a – g, all players should maintain a common eighth-note pulse.

Numbers in circles indicate section timings in seconds. All players should advance to the next section 
simultaneously.

Individual timings within sections (indicated by uncircled numbers followed by quotation marks) are at 
the discretion of the performer and need not coordinate with the ensemble.

Empty bars are not necessarily indicated by rests. Players should assume that any bar lacking written 
notes is a rest bar.

Microtunings are indicated by the following symbols:

 ¼ tone flat  ¼ tone sharp

b ½ tone flat  ½ tone sharp

 ¾ tone flat  ¾ tone sharp

In mm. 14-27 and letter n, the wind instruments are variously instructed to produce air noise by 
blowing through the instrument without producing a tone, key pops by slapping the keys and/or tone 
holes to produce a hollow percussive sound, and key clicks by loudly manipulating the key 
mechanisms.

In mm. 31 – 44, the wind instruments should attempt to gliss between pitches wherever possible; 
otherwise, they should move smoothly by chromatic motion. The strings should strive for a smooth 
glissando, crossing at open strings where necessary.

© 2009 by Joel Matthys
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Clarinet in Bb

Alto Saxophone

Violin

Cello

Piano

Mechanical  q»¡§º
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‰
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‰
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‰

‰

‰
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Jœn .

jœb .

‰ repeat ad lib.

repeat ad lib.

repeat ad lib.

repeat ad lib.

repeat ad lib.

cue next section

continue until oboe cue

continue until oboe cue

continue until oboe cue

continue until oboe cue
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Vln

Vcl

Pno.

15"
continue syncopated rhythms by inserting ‰ or Œ  between notes ad lib.

continue syncopated rhythms by inserting ‰ or Œ  between notes ad lib.

continue syncopated rhythms by inserting ‰ or Œ  between notes ad lib.

continue syncopated rhythms by inserting ‰ or Œ  between notes ad lib.
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F
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jœb .F
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wb>f

ca. 2"

wb>
sim.

w>
sim. wn>sim. wb>sim. cue next section

continue until violin cue

continue until violin cue

continue until violin cue

continue until violin cue

wb>sim.
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20"
continue inserting rests as in previous section

continue inserting rests as in previous section

on violin cue

c jœ.
p

jœb .
jœ. jœb . jœn .

jœ. Jœb . jœ. Jœb . Jœb . jœb . jœn .
jœ. Jœb .

jœb .p
jœ. jœb . jœn .

jœ. Jœb . jœ. Jœb . Jœb . jœn .
jœ. Jœb . jœ. Jœb .

∑

w
ca. 5"

w
F

c
wwwwwwm

m

p

no decresc.

cue next section

continue until oboe cue

continue until oboe cue
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15"

on oboe cue

on oboe cue

continue inserting rests as in previous section

continue syncopated rhythms by inserting ‰ or Œ  between notes ad lib.

d

Jœ.
f

Jœ. Jœsim.

Jœm Jœ Jœ Jœ Jœ Jœm Jœ Jœn Jœ

Jœ
.

f
Jœ. Jœsim.

Jœm Jœ Jœn Jœ Jœ Jœ Jœ Jœ Jœm

jœ.f
jœb . Jœsim. jœm Jœn Jœ jœ Jœn jœm jœ

jœm jœ

Jœ.
f

jœ. Jœsim. Jœm Jœ Jœn Jœm Jœ Jœ Jœm Jœm jœ

∑7"

d

wm>f
ca. 4" w>

ca. 4" cue next section

continue until cello cue

continue until cello cue

continue until cello cue

continue until cello cue
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10"
e

jœ+p
slap tonguej

œm+
jœ+

j
œn+

jœ+ jœ+
jœ+ jœ+ j

œm+
jœ+

jœ+ jœ+
jœm

pizz.

p Jœ jœm Jœ jœn jœ jœ
jœ jœ

jœm Jœ jœ
Jœ

p
pizz.

Jœm Jœ Jœn Jœ
jœ Jœ jœ Jœm Jœ Jœ Jœ

e

>
>
>

&

&

&

&

?

&

?

.. ..

.. ..

Ob

Bb Cl

Alto Sax

Vln

Vcl

Pno.

15"

(ob & cl.)

(ob & cl.)

(ob & cl.)

f Jœ
p

give cue

Jœ Jœ Jœb Jœ Jœb Jœ Jœ Jœn Jœ Jœ J
œb

Jœ
on oboe cue

p
Jœ Jœ Jœb Jœ Jœb Jœ Jœ Jœn Jœ Jœ J

œb

f

cue next section

continue until clar. cue

continue until clar. cue

continue until clar. cue

continue until clar. cue
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10"
g

Jœb
f

jœn Jœb
jœ jœb jœ jœb jœn jœ jœ Jœb

jœ Jœb

jœb
f

jœ jœb jœn jœ jœ Jœb
jœ Jœb Jœb jœn Jœb

jœ

jœ
f

normal jœ Jœb
jœ Jœb Jœb jœn Jœb

jœ jœb jœ jœb jœn

Jœb f
arco Jœb jœn Jœb

jœ jœb jœ jœb jœn jœ jœ Jœb
jœ

Jœ
f
arco

Jœb Jœ Jœb Jœn Jœ Jœ Jœb Jœ Jœb Jœb Jœn Jœb

g

wwwwbm
on clar. cue
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20"
on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

continue as before but begin gradual rall. (sempre staccato) - do not synchronize with other players

continue as before but begin gradual rall. (sempre staccato) - do not synchronize with other players

continue as before but begin gradual rall. (sempre staccato) - do not synchronize with other players

continue as before but begin gradual rall. (sempre staccato) - do not synchronize with other players

continue as before but begin gradual rall. (sempre staccato) - do not synchronize with other players

h œb œ œb œ œb œn œ œb œ œb œb œn

œb œ œb œn œ œb œ œb œb œn œb œ

œb œn œ œb œ œb œb œn œb œ œb œ

œ œb œ œb œb œn œb œ œb œ œb œn
œ œn œb œn œb œ œb œ œb œn œ œb

h wwwwbbb
give cue

wwwnbn
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on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

10" q»~120 - 132

q»~120 - 132

q»~120 - 132

q»~120 - 132

q»~120 - 132

i œb œn œb œ œb œ

œn œb œ œb œ œb

œb œ œb œ œb œn

œ œb œ œb œn œb

œb œ œb œn œb œ

i wwwwbbbb
give cue

F
wwwnb

gradually becoming legato

gradually becoming legato

no decresc.

no decresc.

grad. decresc.

grad. decresc.

grad. decresc.

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

10"
q»~100 - 108

q»~100 - 108

q»~100 - 108

q»~100 - 108

q»~100 - 108

j

œb œ œn œb œ

œ œn œb œ œb

œn œb œ œb œ

œb œ œb œ œn
œ œb œ œn œb

j wwwwbbbb
give cue
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10" q»~84 - 92

q»~84 - 92

q»~84 - 92

q»~84 - 92

q»~84 - 92

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

k

œ œn œ œb

œn œ œb œ

œ œb œ œn

˙ ˙b ˙ ˙n
˙n ˙ ˙b ˙

k

wwwwbm
give cue

pwwwb

?

15" on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

on piano cue

l ∑

œb+π
slap tongue œn+ œ+

œ+π
slap tongue œb+ œn+

˙n ˙ ˙b
˙n ˙b ˙

l wwwwbbb
give cue

π
wwwm

ca. 8"

ca. 8"

n

n

∑

∑
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m

wn
no vib.

slow gliss.

F
wn no vib.

F
m

4"

wB
(bow freely)

w(bow freely)

3"

w
w

ca. 2"

5"

F

F

p

p

|blow air through instrument (no tone)

p
|
blow air through instrument (no tone)

p
∑U ¿key pops

F
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

w ∑Uca. 2"

w ∑Uca. 2"
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44
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3"

w
w

4"

f

f

f

f

∑U1" ¿key clicks

F
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

|(air)

|
blow air through instrument (no tone)

wB
w

8"¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ∑

|

|

w
w

∑U
3"

∑U
3"

wB
w
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In Strict Time  q»88

f

f

|π
|π
|π
˙

F
œ ˙B

3

wn
F

∑ &

wb◊P

espressivo

πf

Û Œ
π

Ó

.| Œ
π

|

˙ œn ˙
3

w˜

Ó
œp

œb
œ œb

3

∑

‰ .Û |

˙B œ ˙n
sim. gliss

3

wn

∑

∑

.| Œ

Œ ≈ .JÛ |

Ó Œ Û

˙ œB ˙
3

w˜ sim. gliss

∑

∑

|

.| Œ

˙n ˙B
˙n œ ˙˜

3

∑

Ó Œ ‰ Jœœb -p

Œ Û
sim.

|

Û Œ Ó

Ó Œ Û
sim.

˙n ˙B
˙ œn ˙

3

œb œ œ œ .˙b

∑

&
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◊

7

|

Ó Œ ≈ .JÛ

|

˙n ˙B
˙˜ œ ˙n

3

7 ∑

∑

.| Œ

Û Œ Ó

˙n ˙B
˙ œ˜ ˙

3

∑

∑

Œ ‰ .
RÛ |

Ó ‰ .
RÛ Û

Ó ‰ JÛ Û

˙n ˙B
˙n œ ˙˜

3

œm
f

œ œ œ œ œb ..˙˙nm¤

6

∑

| Ó

|

|

˙n ˙B
˙ œn ˙

3

∑

wbf ‰ .œ
π

˙

‰ .
RÛ Û |

Û Œ Ó

Û Œ Ó

˙ ˙B ˙
3

˙˜ ˙n

∑

∑

| Ó

Œ ‰ JÛ |

Ó ‰ JÛ Û

˙B ˙ ˙
3

˙m ˙

Ó Œ œ œm œm œ œm œm

6

‰ jœmF œ œb œ œb œ œ œb œm œ œ œ
Œ

7

7evaporate
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√

13 Ó Œ Û

|

| Ó

˙ ˙n ˙
3

˙m ˙

13
œm œ œ œ œ

Ó
5

∑

key pops

|

‰ ¿ ‰ ¿ Ó

Œ ≈ .JÛ |

˙ ˙ ˙
3

˙m ˙

∑

∑

Û Œ Ó

‰ .
RÛ
(air) .|

| Ó

˙ ˙ ˙
3

˙m ˙

∑

∑

Œ ≈ .JÛ |

Ó Œ Û

Ó ‰ JÛ Û

˙ ˙ ˙
3

˙m ˙

œ
f œ œ œm œ œm œ ‰ Jœœm√

3

∑

Û Œ Œ ≈ .JÛ

|

|

˙ ˙ ˙
3

˙m ˙

∑

∑

key pops

|

Ó Œ ‰ .
RÛ

Ó ¿ ¿ ¿
3

œ œ .œ œ œ .œ œ
˙m ˙ ˙m

3

∑

∑
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√

19 Ó Œ ‰ JÛ

|

≈ .JÛ
(air)

| Œ

œ œ œ .œ œ œ
˙n ˙m ˙n

3

19 ∑

wm◊P

|

Û Œ Ó

Œ ‰ .
RÛ |

.œ œ œ œμ œ
˙m ˙n ˙m

3

Œ
œ

p
œ œ œ œm

œ œb œ œ œb3

5∑

key clicks

≈ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ≈ Œ ‰ ≈ RÛ
(air)

‰ .
RÛ

.|

| Ó

œμ œ œμ œ
œ œ .œμ œ œ .œ œμ

∑

∑

.| Œ

Ó |

Œ ‰ JÛ |

œμ œ œμ œ
œ œ œ .œμ œ œ

∑

wn◊F

‰ .
RÛ Û |

| Ó

| Ó

œμ œ œμ œ œμ
5

.œ œμ œ œ œμ

Œ œ
p

œ œ œœnm œ
œœmm œœ

∑

8 evaporate
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24 Ó Œ ≈ .JÛ

Œ .|

Œ ≈ .JÛ |

œ œm œ œm œ
5

œ œμ œ œ
24 ∑

wm◊P

key clicks

.| Œ

Û Œ ‰ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
3 3

¿
key pops

¿ ‰ .
RÛ
(air)

|

œm œ œm œ œ
5

œ œn œ œ

∑

Ó
œF

œb œ œn œb œb œb œ

Ó |

≈ .JÛ
(air) | Œ

Û Œ Ó

œ œm œ œm œ œm
3 3

œ œ œ œ œ
5

∑

œ
jœ œ œm œm œm

‰ .œb◊
3

p

p

p

Û Œ Ó

‰ .
RÛ

.|

|

œ œm œ œm œ œm
3 3

œ œ œ œ œ
5

∑

w
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

20"

p

n

|(air)

R¿
key pops

w
F
w

F
n sweep fingertips across strings inside piano

grad. cresc.

grad. cresc.

key clicks¿ ¿

 
play

      
3

‰ R¿ Ó

‰ ¿ Ó

  ‰ j ‰3

¿ ‰ ¿ ‰ ¿ Œ
5

gradually increase bow pressure to produce distorted noisy tone

gradually increase bow pressure to produce distorted noisy tone

|
(air)  play  

.|(air)

|(air)

‰  ‰  Œ
3

¿
key clicks

¿ ¿ ¿ Ó

Ó J play‰ .

grad. cresc.

|
(air)

j Œ ‰
grad. cresc.

  Œ |(air)

grad. cresc.

extreme bow pressure

,

,

,

,

,

,

4"

extreme bow pressure

cue pause

on clar. cue

on clar. cue

on clar. cue

on clar. cue

on clar. cue

gliss.

(clar. gliss)

(clar. gliss)

(clar. gliss)

(clar. gliss)

(clar. gliss)

˙
˙

f

&
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4"
28

wm>
ƒ
wB>
ƒ
w>
ƒ
w>
ƒ
w>ƒ

28
wwwwwbb >

ƒ

P

P

P

P

P

3"
wm>
fwB>

fwb>
fwb>
f

wO
w

∑U1" œ
œb œm

œ œm
5

p

p

p

p

p

4"
wm>

ƒwB>

ƒ
w>
ƒw>
ƒ
w>ƒ
Œ

rœœbb
www>

f

P

P

P

P

P

5" wm>
fwB>

f
wb>

fwb>
f
w>

f
∑U1"

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

w

w

w

w

w

œ
P

improvise syncopated rhythms

œb œm
œ œm

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

.. .. .. .. .. ..
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4"
32 w

wμ

w
wmno vib.

wμ
no vib.

32 ∑U1"

w

w

w
w

w

œm
F

œ œ ˙b ˙
3

3" wμ

wμ

wμ
w

wo
I

∑U1"
improvise syncopated rhythms

w

w

w
w

wo

œb
F

œ
œb œ

œ œ

4" wμ

w

wb
w

w

∑U1"

w

w

w
w

w

œb œ œb œb œb œn

3"
wB

F
w

F

wμFwμ
F
w

F
∑U1"

w

w

w
w

w

œ œb
œb œ

œb œ
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5"
36 wb

w

w
w

w
36 ∑U1"

w

w

w
w

w

œ
P

œb œb ˙ ˙
3

5"

wB

wm

wb
wμ

wb

∑U1"

w

w

w
w

˙ ˙
?

œ œ
œb œb

œ œ

w

5"

w

wB

wb

w

w

∑U1"

w

w

w

w(II)

w

œb œ œb œ œb œ

w &

4" wm
P

wb
P

wPw
P

wμ oII
P

∑U1"

w

w

w
w

wo

œb œ
œm œb

œ œb

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
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